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Sporting motorists everywhere, remembering the wonderful string of racing successes
scored by Austin cars before the war, ask: “When are Austins coming back into
racing ?”’
The answer to this question is imponderable. At present, when Exports and
more Exports are so vital to this country’s welfare, we do not feel justified in diverting
to such activities the considerable material and labour required to race successfully.
Meanwhile, however, we are not content merely to claim Performance and
Dependability for our post-war cars. We believe in demonstrating these character-
istics—hence the accomplishments described briefly in the following pages—accomplish-
ments in which all of us at Longbridge feel a sense of pride because we believe that in
the process of producing these results we have, incidentally, achieved something of
value to the whole of the British Motor Industry and, even, perhaps to the
enhancement of our national prestige.

The Austin Motor Company Ltd. take this opportunity to acknowledge the part played by the following firms, among others, whose
craftsmanship as exemplified by their products contributed notably to the successes referred to in these pages :—

A.C. SpHINX SPARK PLuG Co. LTD.
ANGLO-AMERICAN OIL COMPANY
ANGLO-IRANIAN O1L Co.

G. Angus & Co. L1p.
ARMSTRONG PATENT Co. LTD.
RICHARD BERRY & SONS

BLACKWELL’S METALLURGICAL WORKS LTD.

BorG & Beck Co. LTp.

BricovMo LTD.

BriTisH PistoN RiNGg Co. LTD.
BurGEess ProbucTts LTD.

BURMAN & Sons LTp.

CaM GEARS L1D.

A. W. CHaPMAN L1D.

CHAMPION SPARKING PrLuG Co. Ltp.
ConNOLLY Bros. (CURRIERS) LTD.

CovENTRY RADIATOR & PRrEsswork Co. L1D.

CRESSWELLS AsSBESTOS Co. LT1D.
Dunrop RuBsBer Co. LTD.
FeroDO LTD.

GIRLING LTD.

Harpy SpiceR & Co. LTD.

LockHeEeD HyDRAULIC BRAKE Co. LTD.

JosepH Lucas L1D.

METALASTIK LTD.

C. G. NorMAN & Co.

PrESSED STEEL Co. LTD.
PROJECTILE ENGINEERING CoO. LTD.
PYE TELECOMMUNICATIONS LTD.
ReGeNT OI1L Co. L1D.

ReENOLD & CoveNtRY CHAIN Co. LTD.
RuBery OWEN & Co. LTD.
SHELL-MEx & B.P. L1D.

SMITH’S MOTOR ACCESSORIES LTD.
S.U. CARBURETTER Co. LTD.
HEerBERT TERRY & SONs LiD.
TripLEX SAFETY GLass Co. Lip.
Vacuum O1L Co. L1D.
VANDERVELL PrRODUCTS LTD.
VokEes Li1D.

C. C. WAKeRELD & Co. L1D.
WayTte SMitH & Co. L1D.
WELLWORTHY PIsTON RINGS LTD.
WiLMOT BREEDEN LTD.

WiINN & CoALEs L1D.

ZeNitH CARBURETTER Co. L1D.




CAPITALS

IN DAYS

0 ONE IN Europe will quickly forget
the winter of 1946-1947. It was

one of the coldest for a hundred
years. Snow, ice, floods and gales dis-
rupted land, sea and air travel and caused
tremendous damage.

In the midst of this chaos and discomfort, three Austin
Sixteens, manned by a crew of five drivers and accompanied
by representatives of Reuters, British Movietonews and Fox
Photos set out on an impertinent attempt to tour seven European
capitals in seven days, winding up at Geneva during the first
post-war Motor Exhibition.

The excitements, discomforts and narrow escapes which
befell these adventurers have been described in a book by Alan
Hess entitled Gullible’s Travels.*

This story tells how, even in order to get from Longbridge
to Newcastle to embark for Norway whence the tour started,
they found it necessary to take to the country and motor across
fields because the roads were blocked by snowdrifts and disabled
vehicles.

At the very outset, the team found itself in trouble, for they
were led out of Oslo and abandoned on the wrong road ! After
finding their way back to the outskirts of that complex capital,
they hired a taxi to guide them round the eastern suburbs and
set them off on the northern exit.

From Oslo to Stockholm they went, under terrible condi-
tions, but warmed by unforgettable hospitality and kindliness,
and thence to Copenhagen, where the whole enterprise seemed
doomed to failure because the Great Belt linking Denmark with
the mainland of Europe had been frozen over for weeks and all
traffic was at a standstill.

Attempts were made to hire a plane to fly the cars and
their crews across to Funen but none could be obtained.

* Copies, price 10s. 6d., can be obtained from the Advertising Dept., The Austin Motor
Co. Ltd., Longbridge, Birmingham.
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The crew on arrival at Newcastle. (L.to R.) :
Arthur Rook, Rob Brown, Dennis Buckley,
Dick Harris, Alan Hess, Stan Yeal and
Sammy Davis.

Typical of Sweden’s enthusiasm
was this factory wall at Orebro,
specially painted and floodlit
for the Austin party’s benefit.
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Arrival in Stockholm at the Show Rooms of
Hans Osterman.

Half-way across the Great Belt the voyagers

found the ice-breaker which had made their

crossing possible, itself now stuck firm, unable
to proceed.

On the road between Stockholm and Linkoping.
The hard-packed snow

Arrival

in

Amsterdam
just about

was very treacherous.

many hours late
“‘all-in.”’

and
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Approaching Copenhagen after a bad stretch
on which many snow ploughs were at work.

Berne at last! The seventh capital reached
on time—to the huge surprise of everyome!







