rear, its cheap to use lowering
blocks, but then axle tramp is
made worse and you'll need to
splash out on anti-tramp bars. A
better alternative is to fit one of the
rear spring pairs available, which
simultaneously lower, and stiffen,
the rear, and virtually eliminate
axle tramp into the bargain. This
mod does develop an oversteering
tendency though. Radius arms
are available, but are only bolt-on
if you're using the competition
axle, otherwise
required. One last detail point, fit
Leyland ST's front tie-rod bushes

The ubiquitous Mini comes in

two basic forms as far as
suspension is concerned: the ‘dry’
ones with the rubber cone
springs, and ‘wet’ with the inter-
connected hydraulic hydrolastic
suspenders. It is only the springs
themselves thatvary, the layout is
otherwise the same for both types,

except that hydrolastics don't use

dampers.

Dry Minis can use decent
dampers as with any car, and on
Aydrolastic cars its worth fitting a
front telescopic damper kit, (using
the brackets from ‘dry’ Minis) to
stiffen things up and get rid of that
pitching. However, before invest-
ing in the dampers, make up your
mind whether or not you are going
1o lower the car as, if you do, you
need to use special short travel
dampers to match the lower
suspension travel.

Lowering is achieved by shor-
tening the metal struts (Pic) that
operate on the springs front and
rear, metal being taken off the
narrow ends. Check that the ball
still seats properly in the strut after
machining, and move the rear
brake hose clear if it looks like
getting pinched by the suspension
arm.

On ‘dry’ cars, a maximum of
0.3 can be removed from the
struts both frontand rear, but bear
in mind that a given amount will
lower the rear further than it does
the front. Don’t go mad — take a
bit off at a time to make sure you
do not overdo it.

On hydrolastic ears its the same
idea, but the maximum to remove
is 0.2" for the front and 0.3"’ for

welding s

which give more positive location
of the front suspenders.

On the Minor, you first want to
attend to the damping: telescopic
conversions are available for the
rear and the front. Then a flat-
tened, stiffened rear spring to
lower and uprate the rear, and
lower the front by adjusting the
torsion bar. Add to this a proprie-
tary anti-roll .bar up front, (or a
Spridget’s can be adapted), and
you are then well set up. As on the
Marina, stiffer or solid tie-rod

bushes are a useful tweak for extra
precision in the steering depart-
ment.

the rear. The suspension has to be
depressurised to do the job —
repressurise after, to not less than
263psi. After lowering hydrolas-
tic cars you need special rear
bump stops available from
Leyland ST stockists — in fact
these are worth fitting on any hy-
drolastic car whether lowered or
not — front ones are also availa-
ble. If this still doesn’t tighten

_ things up enough for you, then a

set of stronger displacer units are
required, as used on post-'66
Cooper ‘S’ cars or from ST.

Other tweaks available are a

. rear anti-roll bar, which promotes

oversteer — notreally a road mod
—and also negative camber front
suspension arms (Pic), and adjus-
table tie rod (Pic) to adjust the cas-
torangle. All the latterare more for
competition use, though.

In spite of a basically crude .

suspension, Spridgets handle
very well as standard, mainly
because of their stiff springing and

low build. With a bit of attention to
the crudities, they can be made to
handle superbly.
' The standard

lever arm

dampers tend to wear out pretty
quickly, and if yours are at all
suspect, you should invest in
some uprated or improved damp-
ing. Up front, the only things
available are uprated replacement
lever arms. At the rear you have a
choice of uprated or adjustable
lever arms, but a better alternative
is to go telescopic at the rear end
— bolt-on conversions are widely
available. :

If your damping is OK, then on
cars not fitted with the optional
front anti-roll bar, the fitting of the
same is the thing to do — Aldon
recommend a '/ bar rather than
the 9/ 16" item that is the ‘‘stan-
dard’’ optional one from the fac-
tory as fitted to new cars.

Next you have several options
open to you, but |'d go for Aldon’s
panhard rod kit (Pic), which really
ties down the back end and tight-
ens everything up noticeably —
see Tech Info for details on fitting
of the same.

There is then the possibility of

There’s not a lot to say about
the MGB, not so much
because it doesn’t need modifying

as because there's not a lot of stuff .

available — most of what there is
comes from Leyland ST or
Aldon.

First priority is a set of uprated
front dampers, followed in quick
succession by a telescopic rear
damper conversion. You then
want to think about anti-roll bars
— a front one on those cars that

fitting uprated and/or lower
springing, though it should be
remembered that the former is
going to make the already choppy
ride even worse. Front springs are
available uprated, and in either
standard ride height, 11"’ lower,
or 11" raised alternatives — for
road use you want to stick to the
standard height springs, unless
fitting lowered ones on a 1500
Midget. A small amount of lower-
ing is possible cheaply, and with-
out changing springs, by the use
of a simple kit to lower the front
spring pans. Lowering the rear is
simply achieved with lowering
blocks but, as always, this tends to
aggravate a tramp problem that is
already noticeable on Spridgets,
and for which you'll need to fit
anti-tramp bars — this applies to
those cars with half-elliptic springs
only.

One last tweak is negative
camber front trunnions, but these
are more for competition than
road use.

donot have one as standard, and a
stronger one for those thatdo. The
very latest cars have a rear bar as
well, which it may be possible to fit
if the strong front bar causes t00
much understeer.

Final step is the fitting of anti-
tramp bars. Lowering is nota good
idea as ground clearance is a
problem anyway. Various
strengths of springs are available
though, if you want to exper-
iment with various settings:

{

The story is short and sweet

on the Imp for the simple rea-
son that it needs very little to make
itintoareally demon little handler,
and is hence one of the cheapest
cars to sort out.

Pre ‘6 7ish cars had a lot of po-
sitive camber on the front wheels
and the first thing on those is to fit
the later centre pivot plates to get
things on a more even keel. (Pic)




